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English Language Arts    Revised 2017 
 

 

Introduction 
 

 

The Montclair Public Schools believes in celebrating the rich history of our magnet school system while ensuring consistent, 
high quality instruction for all learners. The English Language Arts curriculum is built upon this belief immersing students in 
the process of reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language to create a vital community of learners. When students 
engage with and respond to a variety of literature, they develop an awareness of the human condition, gain empathy, and 
discover a sense of personal empowerment that allows them to become active participants in society. This approach 
provides all students with equitable access to the same learning goals while allowing teachers the flexibility to adapt to the 
needs of their learners. 

 

 
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts 

 
The standards define general, cross-disciplinary literacy expectations that must be met for students to be prepared to enter 
college and workforce-training programs ready to succeed. The K–12 grade-specific standards define end-of-year 
expectations and a cumulative progression designed to enable students to meet college and career readiness expectations 
no later than the end of high school.  

 
Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards, retain or further develop 
skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades, and work steadily toward meeting the more general expectations 
described by the standards. 

 
 

Anchor Standards for Reading 
Key Ideas and Details  
 



NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections 
from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
 
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 
details and ideas. 
 
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
 
Craft and Structure 
 
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
 
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., 
a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
 
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words. 
 
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well 
as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
 
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 
 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding 
as needed. 



 
Note on range and content of student reading 

To become college and career ready, students must grapple with works of exceptional craft and thought whose range 
extends across genres, cultures, and centuries. Such works offer profound insights into the human condition and serve as 
models for students’ own thinking and writing. Along with high-quality contemporary works, these texts should be chosen 
from among seminal U.S. documents, the classics of American literature, and the timeless dramas of Shakespeare. Through 
wide and deep reading of literature and literary nonfiction of steadily increasing sophistication, students gain a reservoir of 
literary and cultural knowledge, references, and images; the ability to evaluate intricate arguments; and the capacity to 
surmount the challenges posed by complex texts. 

 
 

Anchor Standards for Writing 
Text Types and Purposes 
 
NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 
NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 
NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 
 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
 
NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
 
NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 



NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with 
others. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 
NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based research process, based 
on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
 
NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
 
NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Range of Writing 
 
NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
Note on range and content in student writing 

To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students need to learn to use writing as a way of offering and 
supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding of the subjects they are studying, and conveying real and imagined 
experiences and events. They learn to appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to communicate clearly to an external, 
sometimes unfamiliar audience, and they begin to adapt the form and content of their writing to accomplish a particular 
task and purpose. They develop the capacity to build knowledge on a subject through research projects and to respond 
analytically to literary and informational sources. To meet these goals, students must devote significant time and effort to 
writing, producing numerous pieces over short and extended time frames throughout the year. 

 
 

Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 



 
NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally.  
 
NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 
 
 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
 
NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and 
the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 
 
NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. 
 
Note on range and content of student speaking and listening 
 
To build a foundation for college and career readiness, students must have ample opportunities to take part in a variety of 
rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a partner. Being productive members of 
these conversations requires that students contribute accurate, relevant information; respond to and develop what others 
have said; make comparisons and contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in various domains. 
 
New technologies have broadened and expanded the role that speaking and listening play in acquiring and sharing 
knowledge and have tightened their link to other forms of communication. Digital texts confront students with the potential 



for continually updated content and dynamically changing combinations of words, graphics, images, hyperlinks, and 
embedded video and audio. 

 
 

Anchor Standards for Language 
 
Conventions of Standard English 
 
NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 
NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
 
Knowledge of Language 
 
NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
 
NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
 
NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 
 
Note on range and content of student language use 
 



To build a foundation for college and career readiness in language, students must gain control over many conventions of 
standard English grammar, usage, and mechanics as well as learn other ways to use language to convey meaning effectively. 
They must also be able to determine or clarify the meaning of grade-appropriate words encountered through listening, 
reading, and media use; come to appreciate that words have nonliteral meanings, shades of meaning, and relationships to 
other words; and expand their vocabulary in the course of studying content. The inclusion of Language standards in their 
own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills related to conventions, effective language use, and vocabulary 
are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are inseparable from such contexts. 
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Overview Reading Writing Speaking and Listening Language 

Unit 1 Primary Focus Standards:  

RL.7.1 RI.7.1  

RL.7.2 RI.7.2  

RL.7.4 RI.7.4  

RL.7.5 RI.7.5  

RL.7.6 RI.7.6  

  

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.7.2A,B,C,D,E 

W.7.4 

W.7.5 

W.7.6 

W.7.10 

Select at least one from W.7.7, W.7.8, 

W.7.9A,B 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.7.1A,B,C,D 

SL.7.4 

SL.7.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.7.1A 

L.7.2B 

L.7.3A 

L.7.4A,C,D  

L.7.6 

 Text Type: (fiction and nonfiction) 

● 1 - 2 Extended Texts 

● 4-8 shorter texts depending upon 

length and complexity 

 

Writing Genre:   

● Informational/Explanatory 

● Literary Analysis 

● Research 

● Routine Writing 

Task Types: 

● Small and whole group 

discussions 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process 

Unit 2 Primary Focus Standards: 

RL.7.1 RI.7.1 

RL.7.2 RI.7.2 

RL.7.6 RI.7.3 

 RI.7.4 

 RI.7.5 

 RI.7.6 

 RI.7.7 

 RI 7.8 

 RI. 7.9 

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.7.1A,B,C,D,E 

W.7.4 

W.7.5 

W.7.6 
W.7.10 

Select at least one from W.7.7, W.7.8, 

W.7.9A,B 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.7.1A,B,C,D 

SL.7.3 

SL.7.4 

SL.7.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.7.1B 

L.7.2B 

L.7.3A 

L.7.4A,C,D 
L.7.5 B 

L.7.6 

 

 Text Type:  (fiction and nonfiction) 

● 1 - 2 Extended Texts 

Writing Genre: 

● Research 

Task Type: 

● Discuss, analyze and 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.corestandards.org%2FELA-Literacy%2FRI%2F8%2F6%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHGGD8jGdQ9-U3TlqtWMKwQc_5puw
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
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Overview Reading Writing Speaking and Listening Language 

● 4-8 shorter texts depending upon 

length and complexity 

 

● Arguments 

● Routine Writing 

present effectiveness of 

media messages in small 

groups and whole class 

Unit 3 Primary Focus Standards: 

RL.7.1 RI.7.1 

RL.7.2 RI.7.2 

RL.7.3 RI.7.6 

RL.7.4  

RL.7.5  

RL.7.6  

RL.7.7  

RL. 7.9  

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.7.3A,B,C,D,E 

W.7.4 

W.7.5 

W.7.6 

W.7.10 

Select at least one from W.7.7, W.7.8, 

W.7.9A,B 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.7.1A,B,C,D 

SL.7.2 

SL.7.4 

SL.7.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.7.1C 

L.7.2A,B 

L.7.3A 

L.7.4A,C,D 

L.7.5A,C 

L.7.6 

 Text Type:   (fiction and nonfiction) 

● 1 - 2 Extended Texts 

● 4-8 shorter texts depending upon 

length and complexity 

 

Writing Genre: 

● Narrative 

● Research/Informative  

● Routine Writing 

Task type: 

● Project-based presentations 

focusing on use of 

multimedia and visual 

displays 

These standards are embedded 

within the writing process 

Unit 4 Primary Focus Standards: 

RL.7.1 RI.7.1  

RL.7.2 RI.7.2  

RL.7.4  RI.7.4  

RL.7.5 RI.7.5  

RL.7.6 RI.7.6  

RL. 7.10 RI. 7.10  

 

Primary Focus Standards: 

W.7.2A,,C,D,E,F 

W.7.4 

W.7.5 

W.7.6 

W.7.10,  

Select at least one from W.7.7, W.7.8, 

W.7.9A,B 

Primary Focus Standards: 

SL.7.1A,B,C,D 

SL.7.2 

SL.7.5 

SL.7.6 

Primary Focus Standards: 

L.7.2B 

L.7.3A 

L.7.4A,B,C,D 

L.7.6 

 Text Type:   (fiction and nonfiction) Writing Genre: Task type: These standards are embedded 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.corestandards.org%2FELA-Literacy%2FRI%2F8%2F6%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHGGD8jGdQ9-U3TlqtWMKwQc_5puw
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
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Overview Reading Writing Speaking and Listening Language 

● 1 - 2 Extended Texts 

● 4-8 shorter texts depending upon 

length and complexity 

● Research 

● Informative and Explanatory 

● Routine Writing 

● Socratic Seminars and 

Debates 

 

within the writing process 

Suggested Open 

Educational 

Resources 

Reading 

● Close In on Close Reading  

● Teaching Channel: Thinking Notes 

Strategy For Close Reading  

● Summarizing, Paraphrasing & Retelling  

● Strategies for Analyzing Argument  

● Common Core Reading Strategies 

Informational Text 

● Summarizing Non-Fiction Text  

● YouTube Reading Lessons Middle 

School  

● Common Core Strategies  

● Teaching Reading  

● Teaching Theme 

● Exploring Character  

● Literary Analysis  

● Vocabulary: Doing It Differently  

 

Writing/Language 

● Teacher Tube - Counterclaims 

and rebuttals 

● Evidence Based Arguments  

● Writing Fix: Word Choice 

Resources  

● Writing Resources by Strand  

● Word Choice YouTube  

● Argumentative Writing YouTube  

● Writing Exemplars - 

Argument/Opinion 

● PARCC Writing Resources  

● Harvard College Writing Center  

● Teaching Narrative  

● Writing Exemplars by Grade 

Level and Aspects to Consider in 

Writing  

● Thesis Writing  

● Discussion, Planning and 

Questioning   

● Literary Analysis Writing  

● Writing a Thesis Statement 

Speaking & Listening 

● Inquiry Based Learning 

(Edutopia)  

● Engaging Students Using 

Discussion  

● Strategies for Student Centered 

Discussion   

● Socratic Seminar: 

ReadWriteThink  

● Fishbowl Strategy  

● Stems on Fostering Class 

Discussion  

● Fishbowl Strategies: Teach Like 

This  

● Accountable Talk   

● AVID Socratic Seminar  

Critical Thinking  

● Levels of Thinking in Bloom’s 

and Webb’s Depth of 
Knowledge  

● Cognitive Rigor Chart  

● 5 Strategies For Middle School 

Classrooms  

● Spectrum of Standards by 

Grade; Breakdown of 

Standards and Sample Lessons  

 

 

 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/dec12/vol70/num04/Closing-in-on-Close-Reading.aspx
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-annotated-reading-strategy
https://www.heinemann.com/shared/onlineresources/E00797/chapter2.pdf
http://www.webpages.uidaho.edu/eng207-td/Logic%20and%20Analysis/five_steps_to_analyzing.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9emLkXlMcOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9emLkXlMcOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gq23L0Oe19o
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video;_ylt=A2KLqIKRUtNVTkYABNr7w8QF;_ylu=X3oDMTBsaGExcWVyBHNlYwNzZWFyY2gEdnRpZANCMDUwMw--;_ylc=X1MDOTY3ODEzMDcEX3IDMgRiY2sDNDJnZDlwOWFwODdhMSUyNmIlM0Q0JTI2ZCUzRFlFRVZ0bzVwWUVMOHhrQklzQzFUWVBNamNWSW9Rd3hmVFNrZy53LS0lMjZzJTNENXYlMjZpJTNELmJjRmRKSjI0TlloX2JOczZSZDkEZnIDYWFwbHcEZ3ByaWQDdW1BYTlkY0xUdDJYWjNzR0lJLlQyQQRtdGVzdGlkA1VJMDElM0RCMDUwMwRuX3JzbHQDNjAEbl9zdWdnAzAEb3JpZ2luA3ZpZGVvLnNlYXJjaC55YWhvby5jb20EcG9zAzAEcHFzdHIDBHBxc3RybAMEcXN0cmwDMzcEcXVlcnkDWW91dHViZSBSZWFkaW5nIExlc3NvbnMgbWlkZGxlIHNjaG9vbAR0X3N0bXADMTQzOTkxMjYxNAR2dGVzdGlkA0IwNTAz?gprid=umAa9dcLTt2XZ3sGII.T2A&pvid=rXas8zk4LjFBQanKVZQdQQqOMTYwLgAAAADGp2s0&p=Youtube+Reading+Lessons+middle+school&ei=UTF-8&fr2=p%3As%2Cv%3Av%2Cm%3Asa&fr=aaplw#id=37&vid=9f61838a213a6e18873b13e5cf566b45&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video;_ylt=A2KLqIKRUtNVTkYABNr7w8QF;_ylu=X3oDMTBsaGExcWVyBHNlYwNzZWFyY2gEdnRpZANCMDUwMw--;_ylc=X1MDOTY3ODEzMDcEX3IDMgRiY2sDNDJnZDlwOWFwODdhMSUyNmIlM0Q0JTI2ZCUzRFlFRVZ0bzVwWUVMOHhrQklzQzFUWVBNamNWSW9Rd3hmVFNrZy53LS0lMjZzJTNENXYlMjZpJTNELmJjRmRKSjI0TlloX2JOczZSZDkEZnIDYWFwbHcEZ3ByaWQDdW1BYTlkY0xUdDJYWjNzR0lJLlQyQQRtdGVzdGlkA1VJMDElM0RCMDUwMwRuX3JzbHQDNjAEbl9zdWdnAzAEb3JpZ2luA3ZpZGVvLnNlYXJjaC55YWhvby5jb20EcG9zAzAEcHFzdHIDBHBxc3RybAMEcXN0cmwDMzcEcXVlcnkDWW91dHViZSBSZWFkaW5nIExlc3NvbnMgbWlkZGxlIHNjaG9vbAR0X3N0bXADMTQzOTkxMjYxNAR2dGVzdGlkA0IwNTAz?gprid=umAa9dcLTt2XZ3sGII.T2A&pvid=rXas8zk4LjFBQanKVZQdQQqOMTYwLgAAAADGp2s0&p=Youtube+Reading+Lessons+middle+school&ei=UTF-8&fr2=p%3As%2Cv%3Av%2Cm%3Asa&fr=aaplw#id=37&vid=9f61838a213a6e18873b13e5cf566b45&action=view
https://www.learninga-z.com/commoncore/close-reading.html
http://teachingreadingandla.pbworks.com/f/How_to_Teach_a_Novel_45_pp.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H6GCe7hmmA
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/action-character-exploring-character-175.html
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/reaching-literary-analysis-rusul-alrubail
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/vocabulary-instruction-teaching-tips-rebecca-alber
http://www.teachertube.com/video/counterclaims-and-rebuttals-371017
http://www.teachertube.com/video/counterclaims-and-rebuttals-371017
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/developing-evidence-based-arguments-31034.html
http://writingfix.com/6_traits/word_choice.htm
http://writingfix.com/6_traits/word_choice.htm
https://learnzillion.com/resources/57263-writealong-for-6th-grade
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlaeV-TH8WE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAmgEa1B1vI
http://achievethecore.org/content/upload/ArgumentOpinion_K-12WS.pdf
http://achievethecore.org/content/upload/ArgumentOpinion_K-12WS.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/test-specifications-documents
http://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/counter-argument
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/narrative-middle-school-lesson-plans.html
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCzuAMVmIZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CnJV8iMAOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CnJV8iMAOc
http://www.amaesd.net/media/TWP/Grade%20Level%20Teaching%20Resources/7th/Required%20Units/Literary%20Essays%20Writing%20About%20Theme.pdf
https://learnzillion.com/lesson_plans/6633-develop-an-argument-for-a-thesis-statement#fndtn-lesson
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/strategies-for-inquiry-based-learning-john-mccarthy
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/strategies-for-inquiry-based-learning-john-mccarthy
http://teachingcommons.depaul.edu/Classroom_Activities/discussion.html
http://teachingcommons.depaul.edu/Classroom_Activities/discussion.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxTuPVtayOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxTuPVtayOI
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/socratic-seminars-30600.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategy/fishbowl
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/rethinking-whole-class-discussion-todd-finley
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/rethinking-whole-class-discussion-todd-finley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkWl9b0FZSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkWl9b0FZSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDPXInhu5nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oG64GWpE9Jo
http://www.ccresa.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/dok_blooms_comparison.pdf
http://www.ccresa.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/dok_blooms_comparison.pdf
http://www.ccresa.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/dok_blooms_comparison.pdf
http://www.ccresa.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Blooms-DOK_ELA_3.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0132-dec05/VM0132Middle.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/VM/0132-dec05/VM0132Middle.pdf
https://learnzillion.com/common_core/ela
https://learnzillion.com/common_core/ela
https://learnzillion.com/common_core/ela
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Montclair Public Schools Instructional Unit 

Content: ELA Grade: 
 

7 
 

Marking 
Period 

 
1 
 

Unit Title: Identity/Coming of Age Pacing: 10 Weeks 

Framing the Learning 

Big Ideas: 
Identity (Individual, Collective, and Cultural) is shaped by perspective.  
Individual survival in challenging environments requires both physical and emotional resources. 
 
Essential Questions:  
How do we shape and form our identities? 
How does a person form an identity that remains true and authentic to him/herself? 
How do the trials/difficulties in a “Coming of Age” novel help to analyze both character and the story? 
What factors shape our values and beliefs? 
What happens when belief systems of societies and individuals come into conflict? 
How do we analyze different perspectives on issues? 
Why do we ask questions? 
How do we approach writing? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Reading expands understanding of the world, its people, and oneself. 
Readers develop a deeper understanding through reflection of text. 
People rely on a variety of resources to obtain information.  
Writing is a multi-stage process. 

NJSLS 

Unit 1 Grade 7 

Unit 1 Reading Standards Unit1 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

 Knowledge 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant connections 

to support analysis of what the text says 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of 

● Paraphrase evidence from text 

● Correctly cite evidence 

● Closely read the text (questioning, determining importance, 

looking for patterns) to  extract quality evidence to support a 

3 
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explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 

 

what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

 

claim 

● Use evidence from the text to make and check predictions as 

you read 

● Make personal connections, connections to other texts, and/or 

global connections, when relevant 

● Gather evidence from the text to support inferences or explicit 

meaning 

● Read and analyze a variety of literary genres and informational 

texts  

● Probe a segment of text in order to study and evaluate its 

multiple, deeper, and varied meanings 

● Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal 

experience and/or previous reading) to create new information 

in the form of inferences 

● Refer to the text for support when analyzing and drawing 

inferences 

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text; 

provide an objective summary of the 

text. 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more 

central ideas in a text and analyze 

their development over the course of 

the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

● Provide a statement of a theme(s) or a central idea(s) of a 

fictional text, based on textual evidence  

● Explain the theme or central idea of a fictional piece using key 

details as evidence, including details from the beginning, 

middle, and end of the text 

● Analyze the development of the theme or central idea over the 

course of the fictional text, including the relationship between 

characters, setting, and plot over the course of a text 

● Evaluate recurring ideas and changes in the characters and plot 

over the course of the text (why did the author make those 

changes, impact on the reader, effectiveness of the author’s 

choices) 

● Identify how the theme or central idea relates to the characters, 

setting, and/or plot over the course of the text 

● Explain how two or more central ideas in a nonfiction piece 

develop over the course of the text, including the relationship 

between people, ideas, and events 

● Identify and use knowledge of common graphic features 

(charts, maps, diagrams, captions, illustrations) to help 

determine two or more central idea of a text 

● Summarize the text objectively, capturing the main ideas 

● Distinguish between essential and nonessential details of a text 

to create an objective summary of the text 

3 

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a text, 

RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used 

● Demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text (e.g., figurative, connotative, 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/4/
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including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 

and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 

alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza 

of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

in a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the impact of a 

specific word choice on meaning 

and tone. 

technical)   

● Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and/or 

tone  

● Explain poetic devices used in text 

● Analyze the impact of poetic sound devices (rhyme scheme, 

alliteration, consonance, etc) on a particular section of a text 

● Analyze why the author used a specific word choice or sound 

device  

● Analyze the impact of a word choice or sound device on the 

reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s word choice or 

sound device 

RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama's or poem's 

form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its meaning 

RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an 

author uses to organize a text, 

including how the major sections 

contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. 

● Describe the form and structure of a drama or poem 

● Describe the structure  used to organize a nonfiction text 

● Explain how text structure impacts overall meaning of text  

● Identify how the differing  form or structure of a text 

contributes to its meaning  

● Analyze how parts of a text contribute to meaning 

● Explain why the author chose a specific form or structure 

● Analyze the impact of the form or structure on the reader (how 

would the text be different if the form changed?) 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the chosen form or structure 

3 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops 

and contrasts the points of view of 

different characters or narrators in a text. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author's point 

of view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author 

distinguishes his or her position 

from that of others. 

RL.7.6: 

● Identify the viewpoints of characters in a text  

● Compare and contrast the characters’ points-of-view  

● Trace how the author created and conveyed the similar and/or 

dissimilar characters 

● Analyze the impact of the author’s point of view choices on 

the reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s point of view 

choices 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

3-4 

 

 

RI.7.6: 

● Identify the author’s point of view 

● Explain the techniques the author uses to distinguish his/her 

point of view from others 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the techniques the author uses to 

distinguish his/her point of view from others 

Unit 1 Writing Standards Unit 1 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/


 

Montclair Board of Education | Curriculum and Instruction 16 

 

 Knowledge 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of 

relevant content. 

W.7.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 

using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 

cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. 

W.7.2.B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.7.2.C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2.D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the topic. 

W.7.2.E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, 

and form. 

W.7.2.F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from 

and supports the information or explanation presented. 

● Focus writing on thoroughly describing or explaining a topic  

● Identify the defining elements of this specific writing genre 

● Explore topics from their content area classes.  

● Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow 

● Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories using strategies such as definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, and cause/effect 

●  Include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

● Include relevant supporting facts, information, and details 

● Transition between ideas using appropriate words and phrases 

● Select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

● Consistently use an appropriate style 

● Create language that is appropriate to one's audience and 

follows a formal tone 

● Write a conclusion to bring the text to a close 

3 

A-3 

B-3 

C-2 

D-2 

E-2 

F-2 

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Identify defining characteristics of different genres of writing 

● Unpack the writing prompt  

● Write for a specific purpose and audience  

● Select an appropriate text structure or format for the task 

● Use language that is precise and powerful to create voice in 

writing 

● Create a tone that is appropriate for one’s audience  

2 

W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

● Revise and edit intentionally to improve writing. 

●  Generate ideas to develop topic 

●  Revise writing with a partner or self-editing checklists  

● View writing from the vantage point of the audience in order 

to determine the effectiveness of their words, organization, etc.  

2 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well 

● Use technological resources to enhance writing  

● Follow appropriate typing format and conventions 

● Use technology to broaden research base  

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
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as to interact and collaborate with others. ● Use evidence found online to support ideas  

● Give and receive feedback using technology 

● Seek out authentic publishing opportunities  

 

W.7.7. (Choice) Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation 

● Engage in short research projects to answer a self-selected or 

teacher-assigned questions 

●  Develop research questions  

● Determine keywords or topics for each question 

● Search for informational sources in an effort to answer the 

question 

● Compose follow-up research questions based on the initial 

search 

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Research and synthesize information from several sources 

● Conduct research and synthesize multiple sources of 

information  

3 

W.7.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 

sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

 

● Use search terms effectively 

● Write a clear thesis statement 

● Draw evidence from texts to support thesis 

● Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Follow published guidelines (MLA, APA, etc) to cite direct 

and indirect quotations  

● Identify examples of plagiarism in writing 

● Paraphrase source information to avoid plagiarism in writing 

3-4 

W.7.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.7.9.A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

"Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 

character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history"). 

W.7.9.B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. 

"Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to support the claims"). 

● Incorporate ideas from literary or informational texts to 

support writing  

● Deconstruct and reflect upon textual evidence 

● Identify evidence that supports claims in literary analysis  

● Logically connect evidence to claims in writing 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Cite in-text direct and indirect quotations appropriately  

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Recognize and identify multiple organizational models 

● Apply a specific organizational strategy to a writing 

3 
 

A-2-3 

B-3 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
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W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

● Practice writing in a myriad of situations (journals, dialogues, 

creative tasks, etc.) 

● Reflect on and be able to explain decisions made while 

crafting a piece of writing 

● Produce written reflections 

● Write for a variety of audiences and purposes on an array of 

cross-curricular topics 

2-3 

Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Standards Unit 1 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

 Knowledge 

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

SL.7.1.B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1.C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' 

questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1.D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when 

warranted, modify their own views. 

● Read required texts prior to discussions 

● Prepare for discussions 

● Use previous knowledge to expand discussions about a topic 

● Engage in conversations about grade-appropriate topics and 

texts 

●  Participate in a variety of rich, structured conversations 

●  Define and identify rules for discussions, including group and 

individual roles 

● Model appropriate behavior during discussions 

● Craft and respond to specific questions based on the topic or 

text, elaborating when necessary 

● Reflect on and paraphrase what was discussed 

● Summarize the ideas expressed 

2 

A-2 

B-2 

C-2 

D-2 

  

SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 

coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

● Present information using sound, detailed, and relevant 

evidence in a coherent manner. 

● Build arguments to prepare for persuasive speeches on topics 

of interest or address the class on a teacher-assigned topic 

●  Use practices that engage the audience (ie: eye contact, 

volume, pronunciation) 

● Emphasize important points with different pitch or volume 

● Elaborate on a point that listeners may need more explanation 

to understand 

2 

SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 

of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 

● Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a 

variety of situations 

● Recognize and consider the audience  

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/6/
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standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) ● Determine if the topic and language style correspond 

appropriately  

● Reflect on the use of language and revise as needed 

Unit 1 Language Standards Unit 1 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

 Knowledge 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 

L.7.1.A. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their 

function in specific sentences. 

 

● Identify phrases and clauses in sentences in reading 

● Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general  

● Explain the function of phrases and clauses in specific 

sentences 

2 

A-2-3 

L.7.2Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.2.B. Spell correctly. 

● Apply common rules and patterns to spell words correctly 1-2 

B-1-2 

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.7.3.A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

● Select precise language 

● Revise writing for wordiness and redundancies 

 

  

1-2 

A-1-2 

 

 

 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words or phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

L.7.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.7.4.C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

● Use a combination of context clues, structural clues, and the 

word’s position in a sentence to determine the meaning of 

unknown words or phrases 

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to find the 

pronunciation of a word  

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to determine 

the actual meaning of a word or its part of speech 

● Verify the inferred meaning of a word is the actual meaning by 

using dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses 

● Consult reference materials that are both printed and digital 

1-2 

 

A-1-2 

C-1 

D-1-2 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
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dictionary). 

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

● Understand and apply conversational, academic, and domain 

specific vocabulary 

●  Interpret unknown words and their meanings, using context 

clues, understanding Greek and Latin roots, and applying 

grammatical knowledge of function and form 

1-2 

  

Instructional Plan 

Formative Assessment Plan Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 

determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

 

Suggested activities to assess student progress: 

• Through activities such as interviewing a close family member or teacher, 

explain someone’s Coming-of-Age moment. 

• Participation in paired and whole class discussion of the connection and 

interaction of story elements. 

• Response to oral and written analysis questions that show how story 

elements work together. 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery of the 

skills taught during a particular unit. 

 

Final writing piece scored using a rubric.  (Informational/Explanatory and 

Literary Analysis) 

Summative assessment as determined by the teacher.   

 

(Suggested skills to be assessed): 

• Connotative meaning 

• Compound-complex sentences 

• Analyze 

• Comparison 

• Contrast 

• Dangling modifiers 

• Derive 

• Clarify 

• Cite 

• Convey 

• Edit 

Texts Supplementary Resources 

Common read:  They Cage the Animals at Night by Jennings Michael Burch 

*May be used in Unit 1 OR 2  

 

(Optional): 

Novels: 

www.readwritethink.org 

www.writingfix.com 

childrenslibrary.org 

www.awesomelibrary.org 

Film: Stand by Me (1986, Rob Reiner) 

http://www.writingfix.com/
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Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry (Lexile 680L)  

Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George (Lexile 850L)  

Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann Petry (Lexile 

1000L) 

 

Informational Texts:  

www.newsela.com 

https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-

grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:[]/pt:A/features:/ 

http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html 

 

Poetry: 

“To An Athlete Dying Young”  http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/175749  

“As I Grew Older” by Langston Hughes  

“The Kid Identity” by Colby Selter  

“Minstrel Man” by Langston Hughes  

 

Drama: 

The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play by Goodrich, Frances and Albert Hackett  

(1030L) 

 

www.newsela.com 

https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-

grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:[]/pt:A/features:/ 

http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html 

http://www.stclair.k12.il.us/ccore/ELAShifts/documents/Info%20Text/Textstructure_re

sources.pdf 

 

Writing Tasks 

Primary Focus 

This is connected to the types of writing as 

indicated in the standards: Informational or 

Literary. 

 

• Informational/Explanatory Essays 

• Literary Analysis Essays 

 

Secondary Focus 

This may be to develop a skill or connect to writing from 

resources or research writing. 

 

● Short Research Writing 

● Narrative Writing in preparation of Literary Analysis 

Essays 

 

Routine Writing 

This is daily writing or writing that is done several 

times over a week. 

 

● Journaling 

● Brainstorming 

● Do Now 

● Open-Ended Response 

● Revise/Edit 

 Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 

● Analyze text in collaborative group to evaluate how an author expands a theme. 

● In a written response, identify the characteristics of an analysis. 

● Outline literary analysis essay on theme or characterization. 

● Using a graphic organizer such as a T chart, analyze how authors’ specific word choices develop character and theme.  

● In a written response, analyze the impact of literary devices on the meaning of a poem. 

http://www.newsela.com/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/175749
http://www.newsela.com/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html
http://www.stclair.k12.il.us/ccore/ELAShifts/documents/Info%20Text/Textstructure_resources.pdf
http://www.stclair.k12.il.us/ccore/ELAShifts/documents/Info%20Text/Textstructure_resources.pdf
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DIFFERENTIATION 

Special Education  ELL RtI 

• Modify and accommodate as listed in student’s 

IEP or 504 plan 

• Prioritize instruction 

• Teach thoroughly  

• Utilize wait-time 

• Ensure directions are clear and concise 

• Utilize probing and clarifying questions 

• Ask higher order questions equitably 

• Support instruction with scaffolding 

• Model (provide step by step instructions) use of 

learning strategies  

• Provide extended time for practice and review of 

learning strategies 

• Identify, categorize, and teach words critical to 

understanding instructional texts 

• Utilize multiple approaches to monitor student 

understanding 

• Create rubrics to develop assessments 

•  Vary assessments 

• Assign peer assisted reading 

• Assign peer tutoring 

• Provide individual help to all students 

• Create opportunities for/Monitor peer 

collaboration 

• Monitor student progress frequently 

• Utilize flexible/cooperative grouping based on 

instructional goals 

• Create lesson reminder sheets 

• Prioritize and chunk lengthy assignments 

• Utilize assistive technology, when appropriate 

• Provide ongoing, effective, specific feedback 

• Model/Utilize graphic organizers 

• Provide leveled reading materials  

• Utilize visual aids and props (flashcards, 

pictures, symbols) when possible 

• Utilize a multi-sensory approach to new topics 

• Get to know student 

• Learn/Utilize/Display some words in 

student’s heritage language 

• Set high expectations 

• Determine student knowledge and level of 

understanding 

• Research instruction that best matches 

student need 

• Utilize ongoing informal assessments 

• NJDOE resources 

 

*Review Special Education list for additional 

recommendations.* 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 

• RtI Intervention Bank 

• Fundations Double-Dose (Tier II) 

• LLI (Tier III) 

• FFI Skill Report: DRA On-Line 

• enVision intervention supports 

NJDOE resources 
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• NJDOE Resources 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 

The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://www.state.nj.us/education/amistad/resources/literacy.pdf 

Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

 

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  

21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 

Global Awareness 

Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy 

Health Literacy 

Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 

Communication & Collaboration 

Media Literacy 

Information Literacy 

Information, Communication & Technology 
Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing 

select from the list above/copy and paste 

Smart Board Applications 

enVision applications 

Evidence of Student Learning 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing
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• Common benchmark  

• DRA continuum 

• Guided reading observational records 

• Evaluation rubrics 

• Self-reflections 

• Teacher-student conferences 

• Running records 

• Students’ published pieces 

• Unit tests 

• Quizzes 



 

Montclair Board of Education | Curriculum and Instruction 25 

 

 
 

Montclair Public Schools Instructional Unit 

Content: ELA Grade: 
 

7 
 

Marking 

Period 

2 

 
Unit Title: Clash and Acceptance of Ideals, Values, and Beliefs Pacing: 10 Weeks 

Framing the Learning 

Big Ideas: 
Values and beliefs change over time. 
Belief systems are represented and reproduced throughout literature. 
Our values shape who we are as individuals and influence our behavior. 
 
Essential Questions:  
What factors shape our values and beliefs? 
What happens when belief systems of societies and individuals come into conflict? 
How do we analyze different perspectives on issues? 
Why is it important to understand he values and beliefs of others? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Reading expands understanding of the world, its people and oneself. 
Readers use strategies to construct meaning. 
Writers have a purpose for writing. 
 

NJSLS 

Unit 2 Grade 7 

Unit 2 Reading Standards Unit 2 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as 

● Paraphrase evidence from text 

● Correctly cite evidence 

● Closely read the text (questioning, determining importance, 

looking for patterns) to  extract quality evidence to support a 

claim 

● Use evidence from the text to make and check predictions as 

3 
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 inferences drawn from the text. 

 

you read 

● Make personal connections, connections to other texts, 

and/or global connections, when relevant 

● Gather evidence from the text to support inferences or 

explicit meaning 

● Read and analyze a variety of literary genres and 

informational texts  

● Probe a segment of text in order to study and evaluate its 

multiple, deeper, and varied meanings 

● Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal 

experience and/or previous reading) to create new 

information in the form of inferences 

● Refer to the text for support when analyzing and drawing 

inferences 

 

 

               

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the 

text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more central 

ideas in a text and analyze their 

development over the course of the 

text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

● Provide a statement of a theme(s) or a central idea(s) of a 

fictional text, based on textual evidence  

● Explain the theme or central idea of a fictional piece using 

key details as evidence, including details from the beginning, 

middle, and end of the text 

● Analyze the development of the theme or central idea over 

the course of the fictional text, including the relationship 

between characters, setting, and plot over the course of a text 

● Evaluate recurring ideas and changes in the characters and 

plot over the course of the text (why did the author make 

those changes, impact on the reader, effectiveness of the 

author’s choices) 

● Identify how the theme or central idea relates to the 

characters, setting, and/or plot over the course of the text 

● Explain how two or more central ideas in a nonfiction piece 

develop over the course of the text, including the relationship 

between people, ideas, and events 

● Identify and use knowledge of common graphic features 

(charts, maps, diagrams, captions, illustrations) to help 

determine two or more central idea of a text 

● Summarize the text objectively, capturing the main ideas 

● Distinguish between essential and nonessential details of a 

text to create an objective summary of the text 

3 

 RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions 

between individuals, events, and ideas 

in a text (e.g., how ideas influence 

● Use a note taking structure to track key individuals, events, 

and/or ideas in informational texts. 

● Explain the relationships between individuals, events, and 

ideas in a text  

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/3/
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individuals or events, or how 

individuals influence ideas or events). 

● Reflect on how historical figures influenced ideas or events 

of the time period and vice versa  

● Analyze why the author chose to describe the interaction 

between ideas, individuals, and events in a particular way 

● Analyze the impact of the interaction between ideas, 

individuals, and events on the reader 

● Analyze the effectiveness of the interaction between ideas, 

individuals, and events in communicating the author’s 

central idea 

 RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the impact of a specific word 

choice on meaning and tone. 

● Demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a text (e.g., figurative, 

connotative, technical)   

● Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning 

and/or tone  

● Analyze why the author used a specific word choice or sound 

device  

● Analyze the impact of a word choice or sound device on the 

reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s word choice or 

sound device 

3 

 RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author 

uses to organize a text, including how 

the major sections contribute to the 

whole and to the development of the 

ideas. 

● Describe the form and structure of a drama or poem 

● Describe the structure  used to organize a nonfiction text 

● Explain how text structure impacts overall meaning of text  

● Identify how the differing  form or structure of a text 

contributes to its meaning  

● Analyze how parts of a text contribute to meaning 

● Explain why the author chose a specific form or structure 

● Analyze the impact of the form or structure on the reader 

(how would the text be different if the form changed?) 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the chosen form or structure 

3 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author 

develops and contrasts the points of 

view of different characters or narrators 

in a text. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author's point of 

view or purpose in a text and analyze 

how the author distinguishes his or 

her position from that of others. 

RL.7.6: 

● Identify the viewpoints of characters in a text  

● Compare and contrast the characters’ points-of-view  

● Trace how the author created and conveyed the similar 

and/or dissimilar characters 

● Analyze the impact of the author’s point of view choices on 

the reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s point of view 

choices 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
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RI.7.6: 

● Identify the author’s point of view 

● Explain the techniques the author uses to distinguish his/her 

point of view from others 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the techniques the author uses 

to distinguish his/her point of view from others 

3-4 

 

 

RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to 

an audio, video, or multimedia 

version of the text, analyzing each 

medium's portrayal of the subject 

(e.g., how the delivery of a speech 

affects the impact of the words). 

 

● Analyze how content differs depending on the medium in 

which it is presented 

● Explain how content shifts/transforms/re-shapes when 

presented in written, audio, video or multimedia formats 

● Identify techniques present in each format 

● Compare/contrast two or more formats’ portrayal of the 

same subject 

● Reflect upon how the techniques within all mediums utilized 

affect and/or shape/color the particular segment of text 

3 

 

 

 

 

RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the 

argument and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is 

sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient to support the claims. 

● Support arguments presented in text with evidence.  

● Identify arguments and specific claims in a text 

● Determine which textual segments most strongly support the 

author's claim 

● Determine the validity of the reasoning  

● Determine the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence 

● Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 

text  

3 

 RI.7.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g. 

practical knowledge, 

historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) how two or 

more authors writing about the same 

topic shape their presentations of key 

information by emphasizing different 

evidence or advancing different 

interpretations of facts. 

● Track key individuals, events, and/or ideas in informational 

texts from two or more authors. 

● Investigate how one topic may be presented in different ways  

● Compare and contrast two or more authors’ presentations of 

key information. 

● Analyze the importance of the different information each 

author emphasized and excluded 

● Analyze how the authors use the same information, but 

produce different texts because of interpretation 

● Use a variety of previous knowledge (e.g. practical 

knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 

knowledge) to make connections to and reflect on the text  

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the authors’ emphasis of 

specific evidence  and different interpretations of facts for 

promoting their view 

3 

Unit 2 Writing Standards Unit 2 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 



 

Montclair Board of Education | Curriculum and Instruction 29 

 

Knowledge 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence. 

W.7.1.A. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, 

and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

W.7.1.B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, 

using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of 

the topic or text. 

W.7.1.C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify 

the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

W.7.1.D. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, approach, 

and form. 

W.7.1.E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 

● Write arguments to support claims  

● Support arguments with clear reasons and relevant evidence 

● Introduce claim(s) 

● Write a clear thesis statement 

● Address opposing claims 

● Organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

● Choose appropriate reasoning and evidence to support claims 

● Evaluate sources for accuracy and reliability 

● Demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text 

● Use transitional words and phrases 

● Use transitions to clarify the relationships among claim(s), 

counterclaims, reasons, and evidence 

● Choose a consistent style, approach, and form for the task 

● Close the text with a conclusion 

3 

A-3 

B-3 

C-2 

D-2 

E-2 

  

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Identify defining characteristics of different genres of writing 

● Unpack the writing prompt  

● Write for a specific purpose and audience  

● Select an appropriate text structure or format for the task 

● Use language that is precise and powerful to create voice in 

writing 

● Create a tone that is appropriate for one’s audience 

2 

 

 

 

W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  

● Revise and edit intentionally to improve writing. 

●  Generate ideas to develop topic 

●  Revise writing with a partner or self-editing checklists  

● View writing from the vantage point of the audience in order 

to determine the effectiveness of their words, organization, 

etc.  

2 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

● Use technological resources to enhance writing  

● Follow appropriate typing format and conventions 

● Use technology to broaden research base  

● Use evidence found online to support ideas  

● Give and receive feedback using technology 

● Seek out authentic publishing opportunities  

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
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W.7.7. (Choice) Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation 

● Engage in short research projects to answer a self-selected or 

teacher-assigned questions 

●  Develop research questions  

● Determine keywords or topics for each question 

● Search for informational sources in an effort to answer the 

question 

● Compose follow-up research questions based on the initial 

search 

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Research and synthesize information from several sources 

● Conduct research and synthesize multiple sources of 

information  

3 

W.7.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 

sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

 

● Use search terms effectively 

● Write a clear thesis statement 

● Draw evidence from texts to support thesis 

● Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Follow published guidelines (MLA, APA, etc) to cite direct 

and indirect quotations  

● Identify examples of plagiarism in writing 

● Paraphrase source information to avoid plagiarism in writing 

3-4 

W.7.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.7.9.A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

"Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 

character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history"). 

W.7.9.B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. 

"Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to support the claims"). 

● Incorporate ideas from literary or informational texts to 

support writing  

● Deconstruct and reflect upon textual evidence 

● Identify evidence that supports claims in literary analysis  

● Logically connect evidence to claims in writing 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Cite in-text direct and indirect quotations appropriately  

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Recognize and identify multiple organizational models 

● Apply a specific organizational strategy to a writing 

3 

A-2-3 

B-3 

 

 

 

 

 

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

● Practice writing in a myriad of situations (journals, 

dialogues, creative tasks, etc.) 

● Reflect on and be able to explain decisions made while 

2-3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
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audiences. crafting a piece of writing 

● Produce written reflections 

● Write for a variety of audiences and purposes on an array of 

cross-curricular topics 

Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Standards Unit 2 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

SL.7.1.B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1.C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' 

questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1.D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when 

warranted, modify their own views. 

● Read required texts prior to discussions 

● Prepare for discussions 

● Use previous knowledge to expand discussions about a topic 

● Engage in conversations about grade-appropriate topics and 

texts 

●  Participate in a variety of rich, structured conversations 

●  Define and identify rules for discussions, including group 

and individual roles 

● Model appropriate behavior during discussions 

● Craft and respond to specific questions based on the topic or 

text, elaborating when necessary 

● Reflect on and paraphrase what was discussed 

● Summarize the ideas expressed 

2 

A-2 

B-2 

C-2 

D-2 

SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the 

soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

● Determine the speaker’s argument and claims 

● Evaluate whether the speaker’s reasoning is rational and 

legitimate 

● Evaluate whether there is enough evidence to support the 

claims 

3 

SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 

coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

● Present information using sound, detailed, and relevant 

evidence in a coherent manner. 

● Build arguments to prepare for persuasive speeches on topics 

of interest or address the class on a teacher-assigned topic 

●  Use practices that engage the audience (ie: eye contact, 

volume, pronunciation) 

● Emphasize important points with different pitch or volume 

● Elaborate on a point that listeners may need more 

explanation to understand 

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/4/
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SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 

of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 

standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

● Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a 

variety of situations. 

● Recognize and consider the audience  

● Determine if the topic and language style correspond 

appropriately  

● Reflect on the use of language and revise as needed 

2 

Unit 2 Language Standards Unit 2 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 
Knowledge 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 

L.7.1.B. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-

complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

● Discern the differences in structure and use between simple, 

compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences 

● Intentionally use a combination of simple, compound, 

complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal 

differing relationships among ideas 

2 

B-2-3 

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.2.B. Spell correctly. 

● Apply common rules and patterns to spell words correctly 1 

B-1 

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.7.3.A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

● Select precise language 

● Revise writing for wordiness and redundancies 

1 

A-1-2 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words or phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

L.7.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; 

a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

L.7.4.C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 

phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

● Use a combination of context clues, structural clues, and the 

word’s position in a sentence to determine the meaning of 

unknown words or phrases 

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to find the 

pronunciation of a word  

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to determine 

the actual meaning of a word or its part of speech 

● Verify the inferred meaning of a word is the actual meaning 

by using dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses 

● Consult reference materials that are both printed and digital 

1-2 

A-1-2 

C-1-2 

D-1-2 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
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dictionary). 

L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

L.7.5.B. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

● Identify the relationship of words in reading 

● Clarify words by using the relationship between them in 

writing 

1-2 

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

 

 

● Understand and apply conversational, academic, and domain 

specific vocabulary 

●  Interpret unknown words and their meanings, using context 

clues, understanding Greek and Latin roots, and applying 
grammatical knowledge of function and form 

1-2 

Instructional Plan 

Formative Assessment Plan Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 

determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

 

Suggested activities to assess student progress: 

• In collaborative activity such as a jigsaw, analyze texts for   

          author bias. 

• Differentiate between a genre, a topic and a theme. 

• Analyze a text and list evidence to show how points of view    

          develop and support a theme. 

 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery of the 

skills taught during a particular unit. 

 

Final writing piece scored using a rubric.  (Research and Argument Essays) 

Summative assessment as determined by the teacher. 

(Suggested skills to be assessed): 

• Multimedia 

• Conflict 

• Summary 

• Critical Review 

• Claim 

• Point of View 

• Topic 

• Motif 

• Evidence 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
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• Structure 

• Objective vs. Subjective 

• Transition 

 

Texts Supplementary Resources 

Common read:  They Cage The Animals At Night by Jennings Michael Burch 

*May be used in Unit 1 OR 2 

(Optional): 

Novels: 

The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak (Lexile 730L) 

 

Short Story: 

“Priscilla and the Wimps” by Richard Peck 

Informational Texts:  

www.newsela.com 

https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-

grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:[]/pt:A/features:/ 

http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html 

 

www.writingfix.com  

childrenslibrary.org 

www.awesomelibrary.org 

Purdue Owl:  https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 

Purdue OWL You Tube:  https://www.youtube.com/user/OWLPurdu  e 

Roane State OWL Argument Writing:  http://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Argument.  

html 

Revision Checklists:  http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Process/SWG_R  

evision_Checklists.pdf 

Mister Sato’s Point of View video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKi56c  

PUSFk 

 

Writing Tasks 

Primary Focus 

This is connected to the types of writing as 

indicated in the standards: Informational or 

Literary. 

 

• Argumentative Writing 

 

 

 

Secondary Focus 

This may be to develop a skill or connect to writing from 

resources or research writing  

• Research Writing 

Routine Writing 

This is daily writing or writing that is done several 

times over a week. 

 

• Journaling 

• Brainstorming 

• Do Now 

• Open-Ended Response 

• Revise/Edit 

http://www.newsela.com/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
https://www.readworks.org/new-reading-passages-7th-8th-grade#!q:/g:323,343/t:12/f:0/lc:/l:%5B%5D/pt:A/features:/
http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grade7.html
http://www.writingfix.com/
http://www.awesomelibrary.org/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OWLPurdue
https://www.youtube.com/user/OWLPurdue
http://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Argument.html
http://www.roanestate.edu/owl/Argument.html
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Process/SWG_Revision_Checklists.pdf
http://writingfix.com/PDFs/Process/SWG_Revision_Checklists.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKi56cPUSFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKi56cPUSFk


 

Montclair Board of Education | Curriculum and Instruction 35 

 

 Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 

• Review what makes a summary free from opinion and bias. 

• Review the common organizational structures authors use for texts: descriptive, cause/effect, problem/solution, definition, classification, chronological,  

        compare/contrast. 

• Explain the “clues” that help a reader identify a text structure (e.g., transition words). 

• Model how to analyze the impact a text’s structure and organization has on the interpretation of information being presented.  

• Model writing an objective summary of a text. 

• Using teacher-selected text, model how to examine texts for author’s claims. 

• Conduct discussion reviewing the idea of opposing perspectives. 

• Model how to evaluate an author’s claims, including whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient. 

• Review strong thesis statements. 

• Model how to select relevant facts, details, quotes, and examples to develop body of essay. 
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DIFFERENTIATION 

Special Education  ELL RtI 

• Modify and accommodate as listed in student’s 

IEP or 504 plan 

• Prioritize instruction 

• Teach thoroughly  

• Utilize wait-time 

• Ensure directions are clear and concise 

• Utilize probing and clarifying questions 

• Ask higher order questions equitably 

• Support instruction with scaffolding 

• Model (provide step by step instructions) use of 

learning strategies  

• Provide extended time for practice and review of 

learning strategies 

• Identify, categorize, and teach words critical to 

understanding instructional texts 

• Utilize multiple approaches to monitor student 

understanding 

• Create rubrics to develop assessments 

•  Vary assessments 

• Assign peer assisted reading 

• Assign peer tutoring 

• Provide individual help to all students 

• Create opportunities for/Monitor peer 

collaboration 

• Monitor student progress frequently 

• Utilize flexible/cooperative grouping based on 

instructional goals 

• Create lesson reminder sheets 

• Prioritize and chunk lengthy assignments 

• Utilize assistive technology, when appropriate 

• Provide ongoing, effective, specific feedback 

• Model/Utilize graphic organizers 

• Provide leveled reading materials  

• Utilize visual aids and props (flashcards, 

pictures, symbols) when possible 

• Utilize a multi-sensory approach to new topics 

• Get to know student 

• Learn/Utilize/Display some words in 

student’s heritage language 

• Set high expectations 

• Determine student knowledge and level of 

understanding 

• Research instruction that best matches 

student need 

• Utilize ongoing informal assessments 

• NJDOE resources 

 

*Review Special Education list for additional 

recommendations.* 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 

• RtI Intervention Bank 

• Fundations Double-Dose (Tier II) 

• LLI (Tier III) 

• FFI Skill Report: DRA On-Line 

• enVision intervention supports 

NJDOE resources 
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• NJDOE Resources 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 

The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://www.state.nj.us/education/amistad/resources/literacy.pdf 

Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

 

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  

21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 

Global Awareness 

Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy 

Health Literacy 

Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 

Communication & Collaboration 

Media Literacy 

Information Literacy 

Information, Communication & Technology 

Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing 

select from the list above/copy and paste 

Smart Board Applications 
enVision applications 

Evidence of Student Learning 

• Common benchmark  

• DRA continuum 

• Guided reading observational records 

• Evaluation rubrics 

• Self-reflections 

• Teacher-student conferences 

• Running records 

• Students’ published pieces 

• Unit tests 

• Quizzes 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing
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Montclair Public Schools Instructional Unit 

Content: ELA Grade: 
7 
 

Marking 
Period 

3 
 

Unit Title: Dissent and Justice Pacing: 10 Weeks 

Framing the Learning 

Big Ideas: 
Advocacy and dissent play a role within our society. 
Not all kinds of dissent are acceptable for protecting citizens. 
Justice can be defined in many ways. 
Power and the lack of power affect individuals. 
 
Essential Questions: 
What makes protest effective in bringing about change? 
How do we communicate our ideas clearly to others? 
How are we responsible for the society in which we live? 
How do we build arguments that are informative and persuasive? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Readers develop a deeper understanding through reflection of text. 
People communicate through speaking. 
How can we use evaluation and reflection to improve our writing? 

NJSLS 

Unit 3 Grade 7 

Unit 3 Reading Standards Unit 3 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant connections 

to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn 

from the text. 

 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

● Paraphrase evidence from text 

● Correctly cite evidence 

● Closely read the text (questioning, determining importance, 

looking for patterns) to  extract quality evidence to support a 
claim 

● Use evidence from the text to make and check predictions as 

you read 

3 
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 ● Make personal connections, connections to other texts, and/or 

global connections, when relevant 

● Gather evidence from the text to support inferences or explicit 

meaning 

● Read and analyze a variety of literary genres and 

informational texts  

● Probe a segment of text in order to study and evaluate its 

multiple, deeper, and varied meanings 

● Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal 

experience and/or previous reading) to create new 

information in the form of inferences 

● Refer to the text for support when analyzing and drawing 

inferences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text; 

provide an objective summary of the 

text. 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more 

central ideas in a text and analyze 

their development over the course of 

the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

● Provide a statement of a theme(s) or a central idea(s) of a 

fictional text, based on textual evidence  

● Explain the theme or central idea of a fictional piece using 

key details as evidence, including details from the beginning, 

middle, and end of the text 

● Analyze the development of the theme or central idea over the 

course of the fictional text, including the relationship between 

characters, setting, and plot over the course of a text 

● Evaluate recurring ideas and changes in the characters and 

plot over the course of the text (why did the author make 

those changes, impact on the reader, effectiveness of the 

author’s choices) 

● Identify how the theme or central idea relates to the 

characters, setting, and/or plot over the course of the text 

● Explain how two or more central ideas in a nonfiction piece 

develop over the course of the text, including the relationship 
between people, ideas, and events 

● Identify and use knowledge of common graphic features 

(charts, maps, diagrams, captions, illustrations) to help 

determine two or more central idea of a text 

● Summarize the text objectively, capturing the main ideas 

● Distinguish between essential and nonessential details of a 

text to create an objective summary of the text 

3 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
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RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements 

of a story or drama interact (e.g., how 

setting shapes the characters or plot). 

 ● Analyze the impact specific story elements have on the text  

● Relate the change in character to changes in setting or plot 

and vice versa (change in setting affects character or plot, 

change in plot affects character and setting) 

● Analyze  how the plot and setting affect the actions/choices of 

the characters  

● Explain why the author chose to have elements of a story 

interact in a specific way 

● Analyze the impact of the relationship between characters, 

setting, and plot on the reader 

● Evaluate the author’s effectiveness in determining the 

interactions between character, setting, and plot 

3 

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 

and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 

alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza 

of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

 ● Demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a text (e.g., figurative, 

connotative, technical)   

● Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning 

and/or tone  

● Explain poetic devices used in text 

● Analyze the impact of poetic sound devices (rhyme scheme, 

alliteration, consonance, etc) on a particular section of a text 

● Analyze why the author used a specific word choice or sound 

device  

● Analyze the impact of a word choice or sound device on the 

reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s word choice or 

sound device 

3 

RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama's or 

poem's form or structure (e.g., 

soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its 

meaning 

 ● Describe the form and structure of a drama or poem 

● Describe the structure  used to organize a nonfiction text texts 

● Explain how text structure impacts overall meaning of text  

● Identify how the differing  form or structure of a text 

contributes to its meaning  

● Analyze how parts of a text contribute to meaning 

● Explain why the author chose a specific form or structure 

● Analyze the impact of the form or structure on the reader 

(how would the text be different if the form changed?) 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the chosen form or structure 

3 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops 

and contrasts the points of view of 

different characters or narrators in a 

RI.7.6 Determine an author's point 

of view or purpose in a text and 

analyze how the author distinguishes 

his or her position from that of 

RL.7.6: 

● Identify the viewpoints of characters in a text  

● Compare and contrast the characters’ points-of-view  

● Trace how the author created and conveyed the similar and/or 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
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text. others. dissimilar characters 

● Analyze the impact of the author’s point of view choices on 

the reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s point of view 

choices 

RI.7.6: 

● Identify the author’s point of view 

● Explain the techniques the author uses to distinguish his/her 

point of view from others 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the techniques the author uses to 

distinguish his/her point of view from others 

3-4 

 

RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written 

story, drama, or poem to its audio, 

filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 

analyzing the effects of techniques 

unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, 

sound, color, or camera focus and 

angles in a film). 

 

 

 

 

● Analyze how content differs because of the medium in which 

it is presented 

●  Interact with content expressed through multiple and varied 

formats (written, audio, staged, multimedia) 

● Generate a list of techniques expressed in each medium 

● Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem o its 

audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version 

● Determine how the techniques of a particular medium affect 

the content 

● Analyze the effects of techniques unique to each medium 

● Explain what makes each medium unique 

● Analyze the impact of each medium on the reader 

● Make judgments about which medium best represents the 

content 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RL.7.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on 

(e.g. practical knowledge, 

historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) a fictional 

portrayal of a time, place, or character 

and a historical account of the same 

period as a means of understanding how 

authors of fiction use or alter history. 

 ● Compare and contrast historical fiction and a factual text  

● Explain how authors of historical fiction omit, embellish, or 

alter the information found in factual text to create a story 

● Use a variety of previous knowledge (e.g. practical 

knowledge, historical/cultural context, and background 

knowledge) to make connections to and reflect on the text 

● Analyze the importance of the information each author 

emphasized and the importance of what was excluded  

● Analyze why the author of the fictional piece chose to  use or 

alter history 

● Analyze the impact that the author’s use or alteration of 

history has on the reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s choices to use 

and/or alter history   

 

3 

Unit 3 Writing Standards Unit 3 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 
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Knowledge 

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 

sequences. 

W.7.3.A. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and 

point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an 

event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

W.7.3.B. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 

description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.7.3.C. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 

convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 

another. 

W.7.3.D. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 

and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

W.7.3.E. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the 

narrated experiences or events. 

● Engage the reader with a story hook 

● Introduce a narrator and/or characters  

● Establish a point of view and background story 

● Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and 

logically 

● Use narrative techniques effectively to develop experiences, 

events, and/or characters 

● Transition from one idea to the next by using appropriate 

words and phrases 

● Use figurative language to aid in description 

● Describe ideas by using sensory and specific language 

● Write a conclusion that brings the story events to a 

meaningful close 

● Clearly convey a conflict and a resolution to the conflict 

2-3 

A-2-3 

B-2-3 

C-2-3 

D-2 

E-2 

 

  

W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Identify defining characteristics of different genres of writing 

● Unpack the writing prompt  

● Write for a specific purpose and audience  

● Select an appropriate text structure or format for the task 

● Use language that is precise and powerful to create voice in 

writing 

● Create a tone that is appropriate for one’s audience 

2 

W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

● Revise and edit intentionally to improve writing. 

●  Generate ideas to develop topic 

●  Revise writing with a partner or self-editing checklists  

● View writing from the vantage point of the audience in order 

to determine the effectiveness of their words, organization, 

etc.  

2 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well 

as to interact and collaborate with others. 

● Use technological resources to enhance writing  

● Follow appropriate typing format and conventions 

● Use technology to broaden research base  

● Use evidence found online to support ideas  

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
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● Give and receive feedback using technology 

● Seek out authentic publishing opportunities  

W.7.7. (Choice) Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation 

● Engage in short research projects to answer a self-selected or 

teacher-assigned questions 

●  Develop research questions  

● Determine keywords or topics for each question 

● Search for informational sources in an effort to answer the 

question 

● Compose follow-up research questions based on the initial 

search 

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Research and synthesize information from several sources 

● Conduct research and synthesize multiple sources of 

information 

3 

W.7.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 

sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

 

● Use search terms effectively 

● Write a clear thesis statement 

● Draw evidence from texts to support thesis 

● Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Follow published guidelines (MLA, APA, etc) to cite direct 

and indirect quotations  

● Identify examples of plagiarism in writing 

● Paraphrase source information to avoid plagiarism in writing 

3-4 

W.7.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.7.9.A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

"Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 

character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history"). 

W.7.9.B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. 

"Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to support the claims"). 

● Incorporate ideas from literary or informational texts to 

support writing  

● Deconstruct and reflect upon textual evidence 

● Identify evidence that supports claims in literary analysis  

● Logically connect evidence to claims in writing 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Cite in-text direct and indirect quotations appropriately  

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Recognize and identify multiple organizational models 

● Apply a specific organizational strategy to a writing 

3 

A-2-3 

B-3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
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W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

● Practice writing in a myriad of situations (journals, dialogues, 

creative tasks, etc.) 

● Reflect on and be able to explain decisions made while 

crafting a piece of writing 

● Produce written reflections 

● Write for a variety of audiences and purposes on an array of 

cross-curricular topics 

2-3 

Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Standards Unit 3 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

SL.7.1.B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1.C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' 

questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring 

the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1.D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when 

warranted, modify their own views. 

● Read required texts prior to discussions 

● Prepare for discussions 

● Use previous knowledge to expand discussions about a topic 

● Engage in conversations about grade-appropriate topics and 

texts 

●  Participate in a variety of rich, structured conversations 

●  Define and identify rules for discussions, including group 

and individual roles 

● Model appropriate behavior during discussions 

● Craft and respond to specific questions based on the topic or 

text, elaborating when necessary 

● Reflect on and paraphrase what was discussed 

● Summarize the ideas expressed 

2 

A-2 

B-2 

C-2 

D-2 

SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse 

media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 

ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

● Extract the main ideas and the details used to support it 

presented in different media formats 

●  Synthesize the information, sorting between the main points 

and smaller details that work to support the main points 

● Use a graphic organizer (e.g., web, outline, etc)to analyze 

presented information 

●  Explain how the main idea and supporting details help to 

clarify a topic, text, or issue  

3-4 

SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 

coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 

appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

● Present information using sound, detailed, and relevant 

evidence in a coherent manner. 

● Build arguments to prepare for persuasive speeches on topics 

of interest or address the class on a teacher-assigned topic 

2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/4/
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●  Use practices that engage the audience (ie: eye contact, 

volume, pronunciation) 

● Emphasize important points with different pitch or volume 

● Elaborate on a point that listeners may need more explanation 

to understand 

SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 

of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 

standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

● Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a 

variety of situations. 

● Recognize and consider the audience  

● Determine  if the topic and language style correspond 

appropriately  

● Reflect on the use of language and revise as needed 

2 

Unit 3 Language Standards Unit 3 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking. 

L.7.1.C. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and 

correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

● Identify phrases and clauses in sentences when reading 

● Accurately use phrases and clauses within a sentence in 

writing 

● Recognize and correct misplaced and dangling modifiers 

2 

C-2-3 

  

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.2.A. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a 

fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

L.7.2.B. Spell correctly. 

● Identify a series of adjectives in writing 

● Use a comma to separate adjectives in a series 

● Apply common rules and patterns to spell words correctly 

1 

A-1-2 

B-1 

 

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.7.3.A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

● Select precise language 

● Revise writing for wordiness and redundancies 

1 
A-1-2 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words or phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

L.7.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.7.4.C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 

determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

● Use a combination of context clues, structural clues, and the 

word’s position in a sentence to determine the meaning of 

unknown words or phrases 

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to find the 

pronunciation of a word  

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to determine 

the actual meaning of a word or its part of speech 

● Verify the inferred meaning of a word is the actual meaning 

by using dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses 

● Consult reference materials that are both printed and digital 

1-2 

A-1-2 

C-1-2 

D-1-2 

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
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or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, 

and nuances in word meanings. 

L.7.5.A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and 

mythological allusions) in context. 

L.7.5.C. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words 

with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 

diplomatic, condescending). 

● Define and identify figures of speech 

● Determine the meaning of and purpose of figures of speech in 

context 

● Identify the relationship of words 

● Clarify words by using the relationship between them 

● Discern the difference in meaning between closely related 

words 

1-2 

A-2 

C-2 

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

● Understand and apply conversational, academic, and domain 

specific vocabulary 

●  Interpret unknown words and their meanings, using context 

clues, understanding Greek and Latin roots, and applying 

grammatical knowledge of function and form 

1-2 

Instructional Plan 

Formative Assessment Plan Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 

determine how students are progressing against the standards. 
 

Suggested activities to assess student progress: 

• Identify the plot of different stories. 

• Analyze two or more types of conflict in a text. 

• In a group activity, evaluate characters from selected-text and analyze     

the way in which they are portrayed over the course of the text. 

• Revise narrative drafts to include use of transition words, clauses, 
sensory language, and plot. 

• Identify/ list words and phrases that help the reader understand the 

purpose of the speech. 

• Analyze the impact of elements of media and note how those 

elements reinforce or distract from the message of the words. 

• Working with a teacher-selected text or with a text selected from 

portfolios, change key words in two ways - first to make a text 

more “neutral” or less specific. Then, change to words that are 

stronger than the identified key words. 

 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery of the 

skills taught during a particular unit. 
 

Final writing piece scored using a rubric.  (Narrative and 

Research/Informative) 

 

Summative assessment as determined by the teacher. 

 

(Suggested skills to be assessed): 

• Setting  

• Characters  

• Conflict  

• Exposition  

• Climax  

• Resolution  

• Point of View  

• Explicit  

• Implicit  

• Inference  

• Transition  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
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• Clause 

• Conflicts (Internal and External)   

• Round  

• Flat  

• Static  

• Dynamic 

• Coordinate  

• Adjective 

Texts Supplementary Resources 

Common read:  Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez   
*May be used in Unit 3 OR 4. 

 

(Optional): 

Novel: 

Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas (Lexile 720L) 

 

Short Story: 

“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson (print and film) 

http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lott

ery.pdf 

 “Barrio Boy” by Ernesto Galarza 

 

Informative Texts: 

“MK” by Jean Fritz 

“My Furthest-Back Person” by Alex Haley 

“Top 100 Speeches”  

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html 

“Famous Speeches in History”  

http://www.emersonkent.com/famous_speeches_in_history.htm 

Articles: 

https://newsela.com/ 

www.readworks.org   

 

Poetry: 

100 Best Loved Poems by Philip Smith              

 

TED talks- Global Issues  https://www.ted.com/talks 
Poetry Out Loud  https://www.youtube.com/user/poetryoutloudvideos 

Favorite Poem Project  http://www.favoritepoem.org 

Various film versions of The Lottery:  https://www.youtube.com/ 

This I Believe  http://thisibelieve.org 

Best 2013 commencement speeches  http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ans  

wer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-  michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-  best-

2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/ 

http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lottery.pdf
http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/jackson_lottery.pdf
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html
http://www.emersonkent.com/famous_speeches_in_history.htm
https://newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks
https://www.youtube.com/user/poetryoutloudvideos
http://www.favoritepoem.org/
https://www.youtube.com/
http://thisibelieve.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-best-2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-best-2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-best-2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-best-2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/05/19/obama-michelle-colbert-clinton-bill-biden-etc-the-best-2013-commencement-speeches-so-far/
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Writing Tasks 

Primary Focus 

This is connected to the types of writing as 

indicated in the standards: Informational or 

Literary. 

 

• Narrative 

 

 

 

Secondary Focus 

This may be to develop a skill or connect to writing from 

resources or research writing. 

 

• Research/Informative 

 

 

Routine Writing 

This is daily writing or writing that is done several 

times over a week. 

 

• Outline 

• Journaling 

• Brainstorming 

• Do Now 

• Open-Ended Response 

• Revise/Edit 

 

 Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 

• Review the elements of plot: setting, characters, conflict, exposition, climax, and resolution. 

• Explore: How do story elements work together to establish a character’s identity? 

• Review different types of conflict. 

• Review different types of characters. 

• Participation in paired and whole class discussion of the connection and interaction of story elements. 

• Response to oral and written analysis questions that show how story elements work together. 

• Identify: transitions, clauses, and sensory language contribute to understanding a text. 

• In a collaborative group activity, analyze text to identify where information is “slanted” toward a certain purpose/opinion.  
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DIFFERENTIATION 

Special Education  ELL RtI 

• Modify and accommodate as listed in student’s 

IEP or 504 plan 

• Prioritize instruction 

• Teach thoroughly  

• Utilize wait-time 

• Ensure directions are clear and concise 

• Utilize probing and clarifying questions 

• Ask higher order questions equitably 

• Support instruction with scaffolding 

• Model (provide step by step instructions) use of 

learning strategies  

• Provide extended time for practice and review of 

learning strategies 

• Identify, categorize, and teach words critical to 

understanding instructional texts 

• Utilize multiple approaches to monitor student 

understanding 

• Create rubrics to develop assessments 

•  Vary assessments 

• Assign peer assisted reading 

• Assign peer tutoring 

• Provide individual help to all students 

• Create opportunities for/Monitor peer 

collaboration 

• Monitor student progress frequently 

• Utilize flexible/cooperative grouping based on 

instructional goals 

• Create lesson reminder sheets 

• Prioritize and chunk lengthy assignments 

• Utilize assistive technology, when appropriate 

• Provide ongoing, effective, specific feedback 

• Model/Utilize graphic organizers 

• Provide leveled reading materials  

• Utilize visual aids and props (flashcards, 

pictures, symbols) when possible 

• Utilize a multi-sensory approach to new topics 

• Get to know student 

• Learn/Utilize/Display some words in 

student’s heritage language 

• Set high expectations 

• Determine student knowledge and level of 

understanding 

• Research instruction that best matches 

student need 

• Utilize ongoing informal assessments 

• NJDOE resources 

 

*Review Special Education list for additional 

recommendations.* 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 

• RtI Intervention Bank 

• Fundations Double-Dose (Tier II) 

• LLI (Tier III) 

• FFI Skill Report: DRA On-Line 

• enVision intervention supports 

NJDOE resources 
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• NJDOE Resources 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 

The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://www.state.nj.us/education/amistad/resources/literacy.pdf 

Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

 

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  

21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 

Global Awareness 

Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy 

Health Literacy 

Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 

Communication & Collaboration 

Media Literacy 

Information Literacy 

Information, Communication & Technology 

Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing 

select from the list above/copy and paste 

Smart Board Applications 
enVision applications 

Evidence of Student Learning 

• Common benchmark  

• DRA continuum 

• Guided reading observational records 

• Evaluation rubrics 

• Self-reflections 

• Teacher-student conferences 

• Running records 

• Students’ published pieces 

• Unit tests 

• Quizzes 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing
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Montclair Public Schools Instructional Unit 

Content: English Language Arts Grade: 7 

Marking 
Period 

4 Unit Title: Leadership Pacing: 10 Weeks 

Framing the Learning 

Big Ideas:   
Leadership is helping others find ways to achieve what they desire and reach their goals. 
Culture shapes our identity and leadership styles. 
Research is a process.  Developing research skills allows one to understand complex ideas  connected to life. 
 
Essential Questions:  
 
How do leaders influence the people and the world around them? 
Do the attributes of a leader remain the same over time? 
How is information organized? 
Why is information organized in different ways? 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Leaders influence others through having integrity, confidence, passion, and patience. 
Leaders are flexible and work together with the group to meet goals. 
People rely on a variety of resources to obtain information. 
New information may result in a new ideas or a change of stance. 

NJSLS 

Unit 4 Grade 7 

Unit 4 Reading Standards Unit 4 Reading Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 

evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

● Paraphrase evidence from text 

● Correctly cite evidence 

● Closely read the text (questioning, determining importance, 

looking for patterns) to  extract quality evidence to support a 

claim 

● Use evidence from the text to make and check predictions as 

you read 

3 
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  ● Make personal connections, connections to other texts, and/or 

global connections, when relevant 

● Gather evidence from the text to support inferences or explicit 

meaning 

● Read and analyze a variety of literary genres and informational 

texts  

● Probe a segment of text in order to study and evaluate its 

multiple, deeper, and varied meanings 

● Combine text information and prior knowledge (personal 

experience and/or previous reading) to create new information 

in the form of inferences 

● Refer to the text for support when analyzing and drawing 

inferences 

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the 

text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more central 

ideas in a text and analyze their 

development over the course of the 

text; provide an objective summary of 

the text. 

● Provide a statement of a theme(s) or a central idea(s) of a 

fictional text, based on textual evidence  

● Explain the theme or central idea of a fictional piece using key 

details as evidence, including details from the beginning, 

middle, and end of the text 

● Analyze the development of the theme or central idea over the 

course of the fictional text, including the relationship between 

characters, setting, and plot over the course of a text 

● Evaluate recurring ideas and changes in the characters and plot 

over the course of the text (why did the author make those 

changes, impact on the reader, effectiveness of the author’s 

choices) 

● Identify how the theme or central idea relates to the characters, 

setting, and/or plot over the course of the text 

● Explain how two or more central ideas in a nonfiction piece 

develop over the course of the text, including the relationship 

between people, ideas, and events 

● Identify and use knowledge of common graphic features 

(charts, maps, diagrams, captions, illustrations) to help 

determine two or more central idea of a text 

● Summarize the text objectively, capturing the main ideas 

● Distinguish between essential and nonessential details of a text 

to create an objective summary of the text 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
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RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the 

impact of rhymes and other 

repetitions of sounds (e.g., 

alliteration) on a specific verse or 

stanza of a poem or section of a story 

or drama. 

 

 

RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are used in 

a text, including figurative, 

connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze the impact of a specific word 

choice on meaning and tone. 

 

 

● Demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in a text (e.g., figurative, connotative, 

technical)   

● Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning and/or 

tone  

● Explain poetic devices used in text 

● Analyze the impact of poetic sound devices (rhyme scheme, 

alliteration, consonance, etc) on a particular section of a text 

● Analyze why the author used a specific word choice or sound 

device  

● Analyze the impact of a word choice or sound device on the 

reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s word choice or sound 

device 

3 

RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama's or 

poem's form or structure (e.g., 

soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its 

meaning 

RI.7.5Analyze the structure an author 

uses to organize a text, including how 

the major sections contribute to the 

whole and to the development of the 

ideas. 

● Describe the form and structure of a drama or poem 

● Describe the structure used to organize a nonfiction text 

● Explain how text structure impacts overall meaning of text  

● Identify how the differing form or structure of a text 

contributes to its meaning  

● Analyze how parts of a text contribute to meaning 

● Explain why the author chose a specific form or structure 

● Analyze the impact of the form or structure on the reader (how 

would the text be different if the form changed?) 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the chosen form or structure 

3 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author 

develops and contrasts the points of 

view of different characters or 

narrators in a text. 

 

 

 

 

RI.7.6 Determine an author's point of 

view or purpose in a text and analyze 

how the author distinguishes his or 

her position from that of others. 

RL.7.6: 

● Identify the viewpoints of characters in a text  

● Compare and contrast the characters’ points-of-view  

● Trace how the author created and conveyed the similar and/or 

dissimilar characters 

● Analyze the impact of the author’s point of view choices on the 

reader 

● Evaluate the effectiveness of the author’s point of view choices 

3 

RI.7.6: 

● Identify the author’s point of view 

● Explain the techniques the author uses to distinguish his/her 

point of view from others 

3 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/6/
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● Evaluate the effectiveness of the techniques the author uses to 

distinguish his/her point of view from others 

 

RL.7.10. **By the end of the year 

read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems 

at grade level text-complexity (see 

Appendix A) or above, scaffolding as 

needed.   

 

RI.7.1.10. **By the end of the year 

read and comprehend literary 

nonfiction (see Appendix A) at grade 

level text-complexity (see Appendix 

A) or above, with scaffolding as 

needed. 

 

● Determine difficulties in comprehending and making meaning 

● Apply appropriate strategies in order to increase 

comprehension when encountering grade level text  

● Encounter appropriate texts at each grade level in order to 

develop the mature language skills and the conceptual 

knowledge needed for success in school and life 

● Encounter the text with scaffolding when needed Make an 

increasing number of connections among ideas and between 

texts 

3-4 

Unit 4 Writing Standards Unit 4 Writing Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 

ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content. 

W.7.2.A. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 

using text structures (e.g., definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., 

headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

W.7.2.B. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete 

details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

W.7.2.C. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 

W.7.2.D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the topic. 

W.7.2.E. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic style, 

approach, and form. 

W.7.2.F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from 

and supports the information or explanation presented. 

● Focus writing on thoroughly describing or explaining a topic  

● Identify the defining elements of this specific writing genre 

● Explore topics from their content area classes.  

● Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow 

● Organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader 

categories using strategies such as definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, and cause/effect 

●  Include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension 

● Include relevant supporting facts, information, and details 

● Transition between ideas using appropriate words and phrases 

● Select precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

● Consistently use an appropriate style 

● Create language that is appropriate to one's audience and 

follows a formal tone 

● Write a conclusion to bring the text to a close 

3 

A-3 

B-3 

C-2-3 

D-2 

E-2 

F-2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
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W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, voice and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

● Identify defining characteristics of different genres of writing 

● Unpack the writing prompt  

● Write for a specific purpose and audience  

● Select an appropriate text structure or format for the task 

● Use language that is precise and powerful to create voice in 

writing 

● Create a tone that is appropriate for one’s audience  

2 

W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 

a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 

addressed.  

● Revise and edit intentionally to improve writing. 

●  Generate ideas to develop topic 

●  Revise writing with a partner or self-editing checklists  

● View writing from the vantage point of the audience in order to 

determine the effectiveness of their words, organization, etc.  

2 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well 

as to interact and collaborate with others. 

● Use technological resources to enhance writing  

● Follow appropriate typing format and conventions 

● Use technology to broaden research base  

● Use evidence found online to support ideas  

● Give and receive feedback using technology 

● Seek out authentic publishing opportunities  

2 

W.7.7. (Choice) Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing 

on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for 

further research and investigation 

● Engage in short research projects to answer a self-selected or 

teacher-assigned questions 

●  Develop research questions  

● Determine keywords or topics for each question 

● Search for informational sources in an effort to answer the 

question 

● Compose follow-up research questions based on the initial 

search 

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Research and synthesize information from several sources 

● Conduct research and synthesize multiple sources of 

information 

3 

W.7.8. (Choice) Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 

sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 

avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

 

 

● Use search terms effectively 

● Write a clear thesis statement 

● Draw evidence from texts to support thesis 

● Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Follow published guidelines (MLA, APA, etc) to cite direct 

and indirect quotations  

● Identify examples of plagiarism in writing 

● Paraphrase source information to avoid plagiarism in writing 

3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
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W.7.9. (Choice) Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.7.9.A. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

"Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 

character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 

understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history"). 

W.7.9.B. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. 

"Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to support the claims"). 

● Incorporate ideas from literary or informational texts to support 

writing  

● Deconstruct and reflect upon textual evidence 

● Identify evidence that supports claims in literary analysis  

● Logically connect evidence to claims in writing 

● Select direct and indirect quotations that relate to the topic as 

evidence 

● Cite in-text direct and indirect quotations appropriately  

● Explain quotations used as support to enhance meaning 

● Recognize and identify multiple organizational models 

● Apply a specific organizational strategy to a writing 

3-4 

A-3 

B-3 

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

● Practice writing in a myriad of situations (journals, dialogues, 

creative tasks, etc.) 

● Reflect on and be able to explain decisions made while crafting 

a piece of writing 

● Produce written reflections 

● Write for a variety of audiences and purposes on an array of 

cross-curricular topics 

3 

Unit 4 Speaking and Listening Standards Unit 4 Speaking and Listening Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 

in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.1.A. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 

evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 

discussion. 

SL.7.1.B. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

SL.7.1.C. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others' 

questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that 

● Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and 

reflect on ideas under discussion 

● Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, 

track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 

individual roles as needed 

● Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and 

respond to others' questions and comments with relevant 

evidence, observations, and ideas 

● Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when 

warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the 

evidence presented 

2 
A-2 

B-2 

C-2 

D-2 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
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bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

SL.7.1.D. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, 

when warranted, modify their own views. 

SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse 

media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 

ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

● Extract the main ideas and the details used to support it 

presented in different media formats 

●  Synthesize the information, sorting between the main points 

and smaller details that work to support the main points 

● Use a graphic organizer (ie: web, outline, etc)to analyze 

presented information 

●  Explain how the main idea and supporting details help to 

clarify a topic, text, or issue  

3 

SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to 

clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

● Use multimedia and visual displays to enhance work  

● Identify the various types of multimedia (text, audio, still 

images, animation, and video) and visual displays (posters, 

props) 

● Find meaningful ways to include these tools in presentations 

● Identify where to incorporate multimedia and visual displays, 

as well as implement specific video clips to enhance audience 

interest and learning  

● Use multimedia to help make claims and findings clear and to 

emphasize important points for the audience  

● Determine when it is appropriate to use informal language 

versus formal English  

2-3 

SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 

Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

● Orally present information, using appropriate speech, in a 

variety of situations. 

● Recognize and consider the audience  

● Determine  if the topic and language style correspond 

appropriately  

● Reflect on the use of language and revise as needed 

2 

Unit 4 Language Standards Unit 4 Language Critical Knowledge and Skills Depth of 

Knowledge 

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.2.B. Spell correctly. 

● Apply common rules and patterns to spell words correctly 1 

B-1 

 

 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
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L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

L.7.3.A. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 

recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

● Select precise language 

● Revise writing for wordiness and redundancies 

1 

A-1-2 

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 

words or phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

L.7.4.A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.7.4.B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, 

rebel). 

L.7.4.C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 

or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

L.7.4.D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word 

or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 

dictionary). 

● Use a combination of context clues, structural clues, and the 

word’s position in a sentence to determine the meaning of 
unknown words or phrases 

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to find the 

pronunciation of a word  

● Use dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses to determine 

the actual meaning of a word or its part of speech 

● Determine the meaning of commonly used prefixes and 

suffixes 

● Separate a base word from the prefix or suffix 

● Use the definition of known prefixes and suffixes to define new 

words 

● Identify root words in unknown words 

● Use known root words to aid in defining unknown words 

● Verify the inferred meaning of a word is the actual meaning by 

using dictionaries, glossaries, and/or thesauruses 

● Consult reference materials that are both printed and digital 

2 

A-2 

B-2 

C-2 

D-2 

 

 

 

  

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

● Understand and apply conversational, academic, and domain 

specific vocabulary 

●  Interpret unknown words and their meanings, using context 

clues, understanding Greek and Latin roots, and applying 

grammatical knowledge of function and form 

2 

Instructional Plan 

Formative Assessment Plan Summative Assessment Plan 

Formative assessment informs instruction and is ongoing throughout a unit to 

determine how students are progressing against the standards. 

Summative assessment is an opportunity for students to demonstrate mastery of the 

skills taught during a particular unit. 
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Suggested activities to assess student progress: 

• In a brief written response, analyze how a medium (audio, video, and/or 

multimedia) affects interpretation and meaning of a text. 

• Conduct brief research and gather information on a global issue to 

prepare a short speech on the topic. 

• Evaluate the strength of the evidence that supports a claim in a multimedia 

text. 

• Rank the evidence - Which evidence is the most important and 

convincing? Which information does not contribute to the claim? 

• Using outline, prepare a brief talk either in written or presentation form 

such as TED Talk, incorporating multimedia elements within the text. 

• Using a checklist and/or evaluation tool (teacher-created or class-

created), provide feedback to peers on the strength of claim, evidence, 

and level of influence based on words and multi-media elements. 

• Working with a teacher-selected text or with a text selected from 

portfolios, change key words in two ways - first to make a text more 

“neutral” or less specific. Then, change to words that are stronger than 

the identified keywords. 

• Use graphic organizers to plan, revise, and draft essays 

 

 

  

 

Final writing piece to be scored using a rubric. (Research and 

Informative/Explanatory) 

 

 

Summative assessment as determined by the teacher. 

(Suggested skills to be assessed): 

● Generating claims 

● Textual Evidence 

● Assessing the validity of sources and claims 
● Reliable versus unreliable sources 

● Text Structures 

 

 

 

 

Texts Supplementary Resources 

Common read:  Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez  

*May be used in Unit 3 or 4. 

 

(Optional): 

Novel: 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

  

Poetry: 

“Friends in the Klan” by Marilyn Nelson  

“O Captain! My Captain!”  by Walt Whitman 

Text structure- easy examples  http://www.pendercountyschools.net/User  

Files/Servers/Server_3727387/File/text%2  

0structure%20from%20signal%20words.pd f 
Essay Writing: Writer’s Checklist  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1109/EssayWritin

gChecklist.pdf 

Transition Words and Phrases 

http://www.smart-words.org/linking-words/transition-words.html 

“Claims, Claims, Claims”  https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Hando  

uts/Claims%20Claims%20Claims.pdf 

http://www.pendercountyschools.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3727387/File/text%20structure%20from%20signal%20words.pdf
http://www.pendercountyschools.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3727387/File/text%20structure%20from%20signal%20words.pdf
http://www.pendercountyschools.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3727387/File/text%20structure%20from%20signal%20words.pdf
http://www.pendercountyschools.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3727387/File/text%20structure%20from%20signal%20words.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1109/EssayWritingChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1109/EssayWritingChecklist.pdf
http://www.smart-words.org/linking-words/transition-words.html
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Claims%20Claims%20Claims.pdf
https://depts.washington.edu/owrc/Handouts/Claims%20Claims%20Claims.pdf
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Short Stories: 

“Amigo Brothers” by Piri Thomas 

“The Scholarship Jacket” by Marta Salinas 

“Rules of the Game” by Amy Tan 

 

Nonfiction Texts: 

“The Melting Pot” by Anna Quindlen 

“In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens” by Alice Walker 

“Yao Ming:  NBA Giant is Big in U.S., Bigger in China” by Brian Handwerk 

 

Text Structures  http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/best  

practices/nonfiction/fiveTextStructures.pdf 

 

Writing Tasks 

Primary Focus 

This is connected to the types of writing as 

indicated in the standards: Informational or 

Literary. 

 

• Research 

 

 

 

Secondary Focus 

This may be to develop a skill or connect to writing from 

resources or research writing. 

 

• Informative and Explanatory 

 

Routine Writing 

This is daily writing or writing that is done several 

times over a week. 

 

• Outline 

• Journaling 

• Brainstorming 

• Do Now 

• Open-Ended Response 

• Revise/Edit 

 

 Instructional Best Practices and Exemplars 

• Using teacher-selected text, model how to examine texts for author’s claims. 

• Conduct discussion reviewing the idea of opposing perspectives. 

• Model how to evaluate an author’s claims, including whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient. 

• Review strong thesis statements. 

• Model how to select relevant facts, details, quotes, and examples to develop body of essay. 

• Model how to analyze texts for author bias. 

• Conduct mini-lessons on effectively transitioning when using multiple sources. 

 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/nonfiction/fiveTextStructures.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/nonfiction/fiveTextStructures.pdf
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DIFFERENTIATION 

Special Education  ELL RtI 

• Modify and accommodate as listed in student’s 

IEP or 504 plan 

• Prioritize instruction 

• Teach thoroughly  

• Utilize wait-time 

• Ensure directions are clear and concise 

• Utilize probing and clarifying questions 

• Ask higher order questions equitably 

• Support instruction with scaffolding 

• Model (provide step by step instructions) use of 

learning strategies  

• Provide extended time for practice and review of 

learning strategies 

• Identify, categorize, and teach words critical to 

understanding instructional texts 

• Utilize multiple approaches to monitor student 

understanding 

• Create rubrics to develop assessments 

•  Vary assessments 

• Assign peer assisted reading 

• Assign peer tutoring 

• Provide individual help to all students 

• Create opportunities for/Monitor peer 

collaboration 

• Monitor student progress frequently 

• Utilize flexible/cooperative grouping based on 

instructional goals 

• Create lesson reminder sheets 

• Prioritize and chunk lengthy assignments 

• Utilize assistive technology, when appropriate 

• Provide ongoing, effective, specific feedback 

• Model/Utilize graphic organizers 

• Provide leveled reading materials  

• Utilize visual aids and props (flashcards, 

pictures, symbols) when possible 

• Utilize a multi-sensory approach to new topics 

• Get to know student 

• Learn/Utilize/Display some words in 

student’s heritage language 

• Set high expectations 

• Determine student knowledge and level of 

understanding 

• Research instruction that best matches 

student need 

• Utilize ongoing informal assessments 

• NJDOE resources 

 

*Review Special Education list for additional 

recommendations.* 

• Tiered Interventions following RtI framework 

• RtI Intervention Bank 

• Fundations Double-Dose (Tier II) 

• LLI (Tier III) 

• FFI Skill Report: DRA On-Line 

• enVision intervention supports 

NJDOE resources 
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• NJDOE Resources 

CROSS CURRICULUR RESOURCES 

The Amistad Commission’s Literacy components for Primary Grades: http://www.state.nj.us/education/amistad/resources/literacy.pdf 

Lessons focused on Language: http://www.fcrr.org/studentactivities/language_k1.htm  

 

ALIGNMENT TO 21st CENTURY SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGY  

21st Century/ Interdisciplinary Themes: Bold all that apply 21st Century Skills: Bold all that apply 

Global Awareness 

Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy 

Health Literacy 

Environmental Literacy  

Creativity & Innovation 

Critical Thinking & Problem Solving 

Communication & Collaboration 

Media Literacy 

Information Literacy 

Information, Communication & Technology 

Life & Career Skills 

Technology Infusion 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing 

select from the list above/copy and paste 

Smart Board Applications 
enVision applications 

Evidence of Student Learning 

• Common benchmark  

• DRA continuum 

• Guided reading observational records 

• Evaluation rubrics 

• Self-reflections 

• Teacher-student conferences 

• Running records 

• Students’ published pieces 

• Unit tests 

• Quizzes 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-5el3aJjDd9j0WlJGA2gdtKQ8jwwuOCP98vx5zzJI6s/edit?usp=sharing
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